
**Self Reflection


The most difficult part of this assignment by far was creating a rubric. I’ve never had to create one before so it was definitely a challenge. I didn’t really know where to begin. The rubric handout and the rubric reading were really helpful when considering how I would grade my students. I like that we gradually worked on this project. Picking books based on our reading everyday helped me connect our readings to books and to potential assignments. 


After writing my first draft, I realized that I should make my Caucasia prompt a little more specific when it came to pointing my students in the right direction with explaining identity. I added the sentence “Focus on how Birdie developed her own idea of her identity, her struggles with defining identity, and how she deals with the identity she is given by society.” I also incorporated gender more in the prompt by encouraging students to think about her physical identity as well. I changed the Maus prompt to also deal with writing across the curriculum. I realized all the different components that have to go into a prompt: rationale, audience, number of pages, and a detailed questions that won’t leave students guessing on what to write about. Also having a title gives the students an idea of what they’re going to write about and what the main idea is. 


I have accomplished practicing writing a prompt while also having a rubric. I have never had to grade anything based on a rubric before. I found it to be really good practice to create a writing assignment as well. This entire assignment has been unlike anything we have done yet in our classes. Rubrics and teaching writing have not been addressed very often. 

**Final Assignments and Rubrics

Feminist Pedagogy/Cultural Studies and Pedagogy/Caucasia

What is Identity? 

Rationale: This unit focuses on dealing with both gender perspective along with cultural perspective through text. We’ll work on gaining an understanding of different cultural views, specifically both black and white, during a time when race really defined who you were.

Goals: Understand the complexities of identity and how they influence perspective with writing at least three pages of an analysis paper. 

Purpose: To demonstrate a growing understanding of how the pressures of society and who you believe you are (personal identity) can shape life decisions.

Audience: Fellow peers, teacher, author of the book. 

“We’re all shaped by gender processes of our culture- messages telling us very powerfully how to talk, walk, play, work, and love.” p.116

“...feminist pedagogy has strong links with rhetorical, cultural, and critical pedagogies.” p. 116

“...emphasis on multiculturalism, the politics of literacy, and the implications of race, class, and gender for the study and teaching of writing.” p. 72

Quotes from “A Guide to Composition Pedagogy” 

Birdie and Cole have very distinct physical differences even though they are born by the same parents. When their parents separate, Cole leaves with their father because she looks black and Birdie is left with their mother because she looks fully white. The separation of the sisters puts strain on the relationship with their parents, but it also paves the way for their search of identity. How is identity constructed socially, physically, and psychologically for Birdie throughout the book? Focus on how Birdie developed her own idea of her identity, her struggles with defining identity, and how she deals with the identity she is given by society. 

Rubric for Caucasia

	
	Excellent
	Competent
	Emerging

	Main point/Thesis
	The writer clearly conveys their message of identity. 
	The writer adequately conveys their message of identity.
	The writer inadequately conveys their message of identity. 

	Scope
	The writer fully addresses the prompt question.
	The writer addresses the prompt question, but some questions remain.
	The writer does not address the prompt question. 

	Textual Evidence
	The writer uses at least 4 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument.
	The writer uses 3 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument.
	The writer does not use quotations or only one quotation from them text that is relevant to their argument. 

	Deliverables
	Paper length is three or more pages.
	Paper is two pages in length.
	Paper is under two pages. 

	Understanding of Characters
	The writer clearly explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument.
	The writer adequately explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument.
	The writer inadequately explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument. 

	MLA Format and Correct Grammar Usage
	The writer uses MLA format and has little to no grammatical errors
	The writer uses MLA format and has 5 or less grammatical errors
	The writer incorrectly uses MLA format and has more than 5 grammatical errors


Teaching Critical Genre Awareness/Writing Across the Curriculum/Maus

Analyzing Animals in Graphic Novels

Rationale: Reading and studying multiple genres shows the diversity not only with author perspective and opinion, but also the diversity of interest among students. This particular unit will focus on studying and understanding how to read a graphic novel. Through pictures, text, and drawings, the author displays his perspective of a story in which he also creates visual aid. Along with using a different kind of genre in the classroom, I also want to tie in a historical perspective. Maus is about a firsthand account of being Jewish during World War II and the daily struggles of survival. I want my students to understand how racism is portrayed in a text, specifically through how Spiegelman portrays his characters as animals.  

Goals: Practice reading a graphic novel while also understanding aspects of the Holocaust through a firsthand account of surviving the Nazis.  

Purpose: To demonstrate your understanding of context of a graphic novel through author interpretation of characters and race in three pages or more. 

Audience: Peers, teacher, author of the book. 

*The notion of visual literacy and its impact on our perceptions of society

Spiegelman uses distinct animals to portray his message of Jews, nazis, and Polish people. What are the connotations of pigs, mice, and cats? How does the dynamic of these portrayals affect how we as readers view these characters? 

Rubric for Maus
	
	Excellent
	Competent
	Emerging

	Main Point/Thesis
	The writer clearly conveys the message of importance of animals in the text.
	The writer adequately conveys the message of importance of animals in the text.
	The writer inadequately conveys the message of importance of animals in the text.

	Scope
	The writer fully addresses the prompt question.
	The writer addresses the prompt question, but some questions remain.
	The writer does not address the prompt question. 

	Textual Evidence
	The writer uses at least 3 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument. 
	The writer uses 2 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument. 
	The writer uses 1 quotation from the text that is relevant to their argument. 

	Deliverables
	Paper length is three or more pages.
	Paper is two pages in length.
	Paper is under two pages. 

	Understanding Characters
	The writer clearly explains the character connotations of the text. 
	The writer adequately explains the character connotations of the text. 
	The writer inadequately explains the character connotations of the text. 

	MLA Format and Correct Grammar Usage
	The writer uses MLA format and has little to no grammatical errors
	The writer uses MLA format and has 5 or less grammatical errors
	The writer incorrectly uses MLA format and has more than 5 grammatical errors


**Partner Paper

Identity is a tricky thing to define, especially when you are Birdie. Most people can identify themselves within a culture, a race, a family, a community, or etc. For Birdie, she straddles these definitions, and unfortunately, this makes it harder for Birdie to identify herself throughout the book. With respect to society, Birdie is a young, white girl whose parents have split up and whose mother takes care of her. Psychologically, Birdie must deal with being a biracial girl in a world that being biracial sets you apart from the others. Why? Birdie’s identity takes both a sociological and a psychological strain because of her inability to fully connect with her black sister, father, and step-mother, and her inability to fully connect with her white mother. This would be a good place to elaborate on their relationships and add some textual evidence to support your claims. 
Not only has society taught Birdie that outer-appearances affect the way people view her, but her family does, too. Birdie is treated differently by her black sister, father, and step-mother. She envies the relationship that her black sister gets to have with her black father and step-mother. At the same time, she cannot help but to feel disconnected to her white mother because she and the kids at school know that she is half black.

	
	Excellent
	Competent
	Emerging

	Main Point/Thesis

Grade: Competent
	The writer clearly conveys their message of identity. 
	The writer adequately conveys their message of identity.
	The writer inadequately conveys their message of identity. 

	Scope

Grade: Excellent
	The writer fully addresses the prompt question.
	The writer addresses the prompt question, but some questions remain.
	The writer does not address the prompt question. 

	Textual Evidence

Grade: Emerging
	The writer uses at least 4 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument.
	The writer uses 3 quotations from the text that is relevant to their argument.
	The writer does not use quotations or only one quotation from them text that is relevant to their argument. 

	Deliverables

Grade: Emerging
	Paper length is three or more pages.
	Paper is two pages in length.
	Paper is under two pages. 

	Understanding of Characters

Grade: Competent
	The writer clearly explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument.
	The writer adequately explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument.
	The writer inadequately explains the characters in the text in relation to their argument. 

	MLA Format and Correct Grammar Usage

Grade: Excellent
	The writer uses MLA format and has little to no grammatical errors
	The writer addresses the prompt question, but some questions remain.
	The writer incorrectly uses MLA format and has more than 5 grammatical errors


Formative assessment: This is a really good start to your paper. You talk about the relationships  between the characters well, but some textual evidence would make your points even stronger. Discussing the time period would be helpful so the reader can understand why being biracial during that time was so difficult. How is Birdie treated differently by her mother? Father? Sister? Classmates? 

Summative: Considering the time frame to write this paper, I know our partners did not have time to write a lengthy response. Technically with grading this it would get “emerging” grades with paper length and quotes. A better explanation of characters and relationships is crucial for understanding the writer’s arguments. The question was addressed very well though, considering our time to write the prompt in class. Identity is addressed, but not really defined. Overall grade for this would be like a 2.5 simply because even though her thoughts are heading in the right direction, elaboration and textual evidence is essential. 

Plans for revision: Adding textual evidence to your claims is crucial! Text gives meaning and evidence to what you are claiming in your arguments. Also, comparing and contrasting the relationships Birdie has with her mother, father, sister, and classmates will help the reader better understand your argument of developing Birdie’s identity. 

**Partner Critique of Prompt

Feminist Pedagogy/Cultural Studies and Pedagogy/Caucasia
Rationale: This unit focuses on dealing with both gender perspective along with cultural perspective through text. We’ll work on gaining an understanding of different cultural views, specifically both black and white, during a time when race really defined who you were.
Goals: Understand the complexities of identity and how they influence perspective. whose perspective?
Purpose: To demonstrate a growing understanding of how the pressures of society and who you believe you are (personal identity) can shape life decisions. I really like this purpose, but I would try to find a way to reword the last part because the parenthesis throw me off yo
Audience: Fellow peers, teacher, author of the book.
“We’re all shaped by gender processes of our culture- messages telling us very powerfully how to talk, walk, play, work, and love.” p.116
“...feminist pedagogy has strong links with rhetorical, cultural, and critical pedagogies.” p. 116
“...emphasis on multiculturalism, the politics of literacy, and the implications of race, class, and gender for the study and teaching of writing.” p. 72
Quotes from “A Guide to Composition Pedagogy”
Instead of listing these quotes... try incorporating them into your paper because i just glazed over them instead of reading them. 
Birdie and Cole have very distinct physical differences even though they are born by the same parents. When their parents separate, Cole leaves with their father because she looks black and Birdie is left with their mother because she looks fully white. The separation of the sisters puts strain on the relationship with their parents, but it also paves the way for their search of identity. How is identity constructed both socially and psychologically for Birdie throughout the book?
**Rough Drafts 

Feminist Pedagogy/Cultural Studies and Pedagogy/Caucasia

Rationale: This unit focuses on dealing with both gender perspective along with cultural perspective through text. We’ll work on gaining an understanding of different cultural views, specifically both black and white, during a time when race really defined who you were.

Goals: Understand the complexities of identity and how they influence perspective. 

Purpose: To demonstrate a growing understanding of how the pressures of society and who you believe you are (personal identity) can shape life decisions.

Audience: Fellow peers, teacher, author of the book. 

“We’re all shaped by gender processes of our culture- messages telling us very powerfully how to talk, walk, play, work, and love.” p.116

“...feminist pedagogy has strong links with rhetorical, cultural, and critical pedagogies.” p. 116

“...emphasis on multiculturalism, the politics of literacy, and the implications of race, class, and gender for the study and teaching of writing.” p. 72

Quotes from “A Guide to Composition Pedagogy” 

Birdie and Cole have very distinct physical differences even though they are born by the same parents. When their parents separate, Cole leaves with their father because she looks black and Birdie is left with their mother because she looks fully white. The separation of the sisters puts strain on the relationship with their parents, but it also paves the way for their search of identity. How is identity constructed both socially and psychologically for Birdie throughout the book?

Teaching Critical Genre Awareness/Maus

Rationale: Reading and studying multiple genres shows the diversity not only with author perspective and opinion, but also the diversity of interest among students. This particular unit will focus on studying and understanding how to read a graphic novel. Through pictures, text, and drawings, the author displays his perspective of a story in which he also creates visual aid. 

Goals: Practice reading a graphic novel.

Purpose: To demonstrate your understanding of context of a graphic novel through author interpretation of characters and race. 

Audience: Peers, teacher, author of the book. 

*The notion of visual literacy and its impact on our perceptions of society

Spiegelman uses distinct animals to portray his message of Jews, nazis, and Polish people. What are the connotations of pigs, mice, and cats? How does the dynamic of these portrayals affect how we as readers view these characters? 


