
	Unit # 1
	Romeo and Juliet: Free Will vs. Fate
	Estimated Duration
	
	

	
	
	3 Weeks
	
	

	Unit Rationale
	The beginning of this lesson really works with preparing students to read and understand the basic plot and setting. From there, students will begin to understand the family dynamics and characterization. By studying characters’ decisions, they can gain an understanding of love, lust, free will, and fate. 
	
	
	

	Unit Goal
	SWBAT, while using supporting details, analyze and understand characters, plot, setting, and time in order to construct the idea of theme.
	
	
	

	Unit Prior Knowledge
	Students have just finished a unit on Shakespearean sonnets. They will be familiar with iambic pentameter, some Shakespearean language, rhythm, and rhyme. 
	
	
	

	Unit Assessment
	SW write a final paper arguing the idea of fate vs. free will. 
	
	
	

	
	
	

	Lesson # (Click on the LP# to jump to that LP)
	Estimated # of days
	Lesson Objective

Lesson Assessment
	Benchmarks, Standards or 

Mastery Codes
	
	

	LP1
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT display and understanding of Shakespearean language in order to gain understanding of plot
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW act out Tableaus to preview plot and characters
	
	
	

	LP2
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT explain Shakespearean insults in order to better understand tone
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW insult one another to practice tone of voice in plays
	
	
	

	LP3
	2
	Objective:
	SWBAT interpret themes in order to predict outcomes
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW individually, in pairs, and with the entire class share questions asked regarding theme. Questions involve: true love, killing for a loved one, and betrayal and loyalty to one’s family.
	
	
	

	LP4
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT analyze characteristics of a film (characters, speech, tone, and music) in order to examine the director’s interpretation of theme and characters. 
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW compare and contrast three film clips and write down their findings. Films include the Leonardo DiCaprio version, the 1978 version, and Gnomeo and Juliet version, all found on Netflix. 
	
	
	

	LP5
	2
	Objective:
	SWBAT translate a scene in their own words in order to gain meaning of text and better understand what is going on with plot.
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW, in small groups, write a script and perform in front of the class to describe their interpretation. They will explain why they picked that particular language. Groups will have different sections of the scene so all of the scene can be portrayed.
	
	
	

	LP6
	2
	Objective:
	SWBAT examine characters, using flat, round, direct and indirect characteristics, in order to create a visual, life size picture on paper of a particular character
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW draw a life-size picture of their character (in small groups) placing direct and indirect representation inside the picture
	
	
	

	LP7
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT explain answers regarding understanding of plot, characters, and themes to the “Family Feud/Jeopardy/Montagues vs. Capulets” game in order to practice and prepare for the quiz
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW break up into two groups and answer quiz questions about characters, theme, tone, and plot. 
	
	
	

	LP8
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT explain how plot is impacted by character decisions and development, setting, and tone
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW complete a quiz in order to construct thoughts on characters, theme, tone, and plot **Hand out paper guidelines on this day                           
	
	
	

	LP9
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT analyze theme using character/plot/textual evidence in order to formulate an educated opinion.
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW decide if they believe in love or lust and use the “speed dating technique” to build and defend their argument. Students will have a defined opinion, line up in two lines and debate for 2 minutes and then switch partners going down the lines. 
	
	
	

	LP10
	1
	Objective:
	SWBAT demonstrate textual evidence in order to formulate opinions on theme
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW debate their opinions regarding free will and fate **Debate worksheet
	
	
	

	LP11
	2 or 3
	Objective:
	SWBAT formulate an introduction and main arguments in order to sketch the beginning ideas of their paper
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW begin writing their introduction and main points followed by their opposition points 
	
	
	

	LP12
	
	Objective:
	SWBAT, while using supporting details, analyze and understand characters, plot, setting, and time in order to construct the idea of theme.
	
	
	

	
	
	Assessment:
	SW write a final paper arguing the idea of fate vs. free will. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Click on the LP# to jump to that LP
	
	
	
	


	Tableau
	

	Unit 1: 

Click for Cover Page
	 LP1
	

	# of Days
	1
	
	Inspiration from Stratford Shakespeare actors. 
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Students have an understanding of Shakespearean sonnets, rhyme, rhythm, and meter. 
	Enrichment
	
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT interpret Shakespearean language in order to gain understanding of plot
	Accommodations
	Anticipated problems: Some students may have a hard time participating. I will be sure to pair outgoing students with more quiet students so each group has a variety. 
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW act out Tableaus to preview plot and characters. Informal
	Changes for Next Time
	
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	9th grade: 3.3, 1.3
	(Dates)
	
	

	Materials Needed
	Tableau instruction cards made and prepared before class
	Homework
	No homework for the night
	

	
	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity
	

	10 minutes
	Warm up activity: Intro to R&J: What do you already know about Romeo and Juliet? Have you seen or heard about any of the movies? What did you think? 
	Warm up writing activity
	Have the question on the board. Answer any questions in the classroom. Review plot and some characters in preparation for the tableaux activity. Pass out exit cards for the end of class. 
	

	5 minutes
	Discussion on the warm up activity. 
	Class discussion
	Ask students to volunteer and share their writings. 
	

	10 minutes
	Students will listen to instructions with perform Tableaus. Explain that tableaus are still pictures of scenes from a story. The students are to act out 2 consecutive scenes from the play without using words and using still frames. 
	Listening
	Explain Tableaus. Give examples and show a movie clip.http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lPvRmMxcx0. Hand out exit cards for later and encourage them to take notes on them
	

	10 minutes
	Plan out tableaus in groups
	Acting and communicating with classmates
	Walk around the room and make sure students understand the task
	

	15 minutes
	Students perform tableaus
	Performing
	Ask students what is going on with tableau. Ask them to repeat it. After every group has performed, ask them to recall the order of events. Ask them if they can name the main characters and what they characters are doing in the play. 
	

	5 minutes
	Students will work on their exit cards and hand them in before they leave the classroom.
	Writing activity
	Teacher will write on the board “Explain the overall plot of Romeo and Juliet.” 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Characterization Drawing Activity
	

	Unit 1: 

Click for Cover Page
	 LP6
	

	# of Days
	1
	
	Inspiration from Jayna and Melissa’s lab demonstration. 
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Students have been building their knowledge of character development, character decisions, tone, plot, and setting. 
	Enrichment
	
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT examine characters in order to create a visual representation of a particular character
	Accommodations
	Anticipated problems: Some students may get off track or choose to not participate in the activity. I will be sure to say that when presentations are made, each student has to talk about something they drew. Everyone needs to participate. 
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW draw a life-size picture of their character (in small groups) placing direct and indirect representation inside the picture. Informal
	Changes for Next Time
	
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	9th grade: 3.3, 2.2, 
	(Dates)
	
	

	Materials Needed
	Paper roll and markers
	Homework
	Students will finish reading Act 2 for tomorrow
	

	
	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity
	

	10 minutes
	Students will fill out a character diary. They get to choose whatever character from the play they want to portray. When writing this character diary, they will portray feelings and thoughts of their character of choice.  
	Warm up activity
	Teacher will explain that students will pick a character, BE that character, and write in their point of view.
	

	10 minutes
	Students will break up into assigned groups. In order for students to correctly do the assignment, an explanation for indirect and direct characterization should be explained and put on the board for students to look at while doing their project. 
	Listening
	Teacher will explain direct and indirect characteristics, and explain that students need to draw objects inside their life-sized drawings. Textual evidence is necessary
	

	25 minutes
	Students will work as a small group to brainstorm and draw objects related to their character
	Drawing and using text
	Teacher will walk around the room to make sure kids stay on task and answer any questions
	

	10 minutes
	Students will present in front of the class and give reason to what they wrote and drew
	Presentations
	Watch presentations and ask students if they would have added anything to their classmates’ project 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Scales
	

	Unit 1: 

Click for Cover Page
	 LP10
	

	# of Days
	1
	
	Inspiration from Kylene Beers’ “When Kids Can’t Read What Teachers Can Do.” 
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Students have a firm belief in the idea of love vs. lust. They will combine this idea along with character decisions to decide between fate and free will. 
	Enrichment
	
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT explain text in order to formulate opinions on theme
	Accommodations
	Anticipated problems: Some students might not want to pick a side. I will encourage students to really think about character decision and author’s voice. Maybe if some kids are still on the fence, I will have the opposing teams give their reasons and some kids can then decide which group to join. They will have to explain their reasoning. 
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW debate their opinions regarding free will and fate. Formal. 
	Changes for Next Time
	
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	9th grade 1.4, 3.3, 2.1
	(Dates)
	
	

	Materials Needed
	Debate worksheet, overhead, chalk board
	Homework
	Brainstorming ideas for the final paper. Start introductions the next day. 
	

	
	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity
	

	10 minutes
	Students will write during the warm up activity whether they agree or disagree with the statement on the board
	Warm up
	Teacher will write “Fate caused the death of both Romeo and Juliet.” 
	

	5 minutes
	Students will stand by the board under four categories of strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree
	Scales
	Teacher will break students into two groups based on their decisions
	

	5 minutes
	Students will listen as debate activity is explained
	Listening 
	Explain the debate activity and have the debate outline on the overhead **Debate worksheet
	

	35 minutes
	10 minutes: groups get together and figure out their strongest points. 25 minute debate. When students make an argument, they must have some textual evidence. 
	Debate 
	Teacher will suggest that students should get ideas from some people in their groups who stood under the “agree” or “disagree” column. Students need to be able to defend their argument and think of the oppositions’ side as well. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Romeo & Juliet- Debate Format and Rules

Was the story of Romeo and Juliet fate or free will?

Rules: 

1.) At no time shall any groups interrupt others, heckle, or display poor sportsmanship.

2.) Each group will be given 2 minutes to present their case using their main idea or topic sentence and a minimum of 3 specific details.

3.) Each group will be given 2 minutes between rounds to modify or prepare material. 

4.) Points are awarded for following directions, rules, using time completely, and following the format. 

5.) Points are deducted if any team disregards rules or format. Points are also deducted if teams do not included sufficient supporting evidence

Format:

1.) First Proposition Constructive- Team 1


The team makes a case for the motion of the debater, providing proof for the topic with 
three or four major points.

2.) First Opposition Constructive- Team 2


This team makes several arguments against the proposition team’s case, and refutes the 
proposition’s major points.

3.) Second Proposition Constructive- Team 3


This team should rebuild and extend the proposition’s case. This means that the team 
must extend and amplify the original proposition points and refute the opposition’s major 
arguments against the proposition case (from steps 1 and 2). 

4.) Second Opposition Constructive- Team 4


This team amplifies the opposition arguments against the proposition case, providing new 
information about why the opposition team should win the debate. This team should 
respond to the proposition’s answers to the opposition team’s original arguments (from 
steps 1 and 2).

5.) Opposition Rebuttal- Team 5


The team must pull the debate together and explain why, given all of the arguments in the 
debate, the opposition team should still win the debate. This team should finalize 
refutation of the proposition’s major points. 

6.) Proposition Rebuttal- Team 6


This team should summarize the issues in the debate and explain why, despite the 
opposition’s arguments, the proposition team should win the debate. This team should 
refute the opposition’s major points. 

Source: Jeremy Newcomb from Haslett Middle School 

Romeo and Juliet Persuasive Essay

Fate or free will?

1- Introduction


-Include story title, author’s name, and basic story information


-Include position statement (thesis) in one sentence

2- Support One


-Reason to support your position


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position

3- Support Two


-Reason to support your position


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position with explanation of 
how it supports your point.


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position with explanation of 
how it supports your point.

4- Counter argument: present
ideas that go against your position to show readers that you’ve considered the other perspective. Don’t make these ideas sound too convincing. 


-Transition sentence to move from support to counter argument ideas


-Opposing idea with brief explanation


-Opposing idea with brief explanation

5- Counter the Counter Argument : Explain why the counter arguments presented in the previous paragraph are weak and your position is better


-Transition sentence to move from counter arguments to defending your position against 


those ideas


-Explain why the first opposing idea is weak


-Explain why the second opposing idea is weak

6- Emotional Appeal: Play up to the reader’s emotions to make them accept your position. Aim for their heart with the most emotionallly-charged argument in favor of your position. Use emotional word choice to make them “feel” your view is the best.


-Emotional reason to support your position


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position with emotional 
explanation of how it supports your point


-Specific details from text to prove that reason supports your position with emotional 
explanation of how it supports your point

7- Conclusion: Restate your position in different words and present your argument in a fresh way that allows the reader to think about the ideas you’ve presented. 

Source: Jeremy Newcomb from Haslett Middle School

