
The lesson plan designed below relates to a 7th grade classroom. This lesson would take place at the beginning of a poetry lesson, after tone, mood, and author intent had been discussed and understood. This poem would be an assessment of what the students have learned. I picked “Still I Rise” because I know students of all backgrounds will be able to relate to this poem. Everyone has difficult times in life when other people doubt you or put you down. My students may be turned off by poetry, but I’m hoping they will be inspired by Maya’s words. They’re bringing their understanding of tone, mood, and voice along with personal experiences that will better help them to understand the power behind this poem. 

I know I will have some struggling readers in the classroom. I plan on reading the poem out loud multiple times and clearing up any words they don’t understand prior to the day of this lesson plan. The worksheet I assign will be due at the start of this day. My students may have an understanding of what poetry is in regards to stanzas and rhyming, but I really want them to feel and understand what the poem is saying. What is the author saying? How does this speak to you? Can you relate to the author? Explain. 

I believe that students can learn a lot from literature if they can relate to it. I feel like students are better able to relate to poetry than say simply a novel. Poetry is up for interpretation, thus the students can get whatever they want from a poem. This lesson plan is designed to test the students’ prior knowledge on tone and mood. The Think, Pair, Share method allows students to do the worksheet as homework, get in pairs to share their ideas and get reassurance of their answers, and then share as a big class to learn what their classmates are thinking. I believe kids can learn a lot from each other and when in pairs or group work, they take more interest in each other versus me simply talking at them about what the poem says. I want them to formulate their own opinions before we discuss it as a big group. 

The students will sit in their normal seats upon entering the room but after a quick explanation of the activity, students will be asked to get into pairs. I don’t really want to assign pairs because this takes time and when sharing material, some students are more comfortable pairing up with a friend and sharing with them. I think that’s completely appropriate for an activity like this. The class will be prepared for this in the way that they already understand Think, Pair, Share because we have done it before. Also, they will already understand tone and mood as previously discussed in class. 
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	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT recognize tone and mood in a poem
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	Students will fill out a worksheet about a poem answering questions about tone, mood, and author’s voice. 
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	Student Learning Task or Activity
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	2
	Students take out worksheet already completed from homework last night. 
	
	
	

	8
	As a class, clear up any questions they might have had regarding the homework
	Asking Questions
	Answer students’ questions relating to the worksheet
	

	5
	Students get into pairs after “Think, Pair, Share” activity is explained
	Think, Pair, Share
	Teacher explains that students will get into pairs and discuss mood, tone, and the author’s main idea of the poem (see questions 4 and 5 of homework)
	

	10
	Students share tone, mood, author intent with one another
	Pair part of Think Pair Share
	Teacher walks around the room monitoring students and ready for questions
	

	10
	Students come together as a class and share what they discussed
	Share part of Think Pair Share
	Teacher facilitates main discussion and encourages students to share with the whole class
	

	10
	Students share as a group how this poem can relate to their lives
	Relating information to personal life
	Teacher asks questions trying to understand the students’ circumstances and how they may have felt discriminated against or discouraged
	

	10
	Students take their personal experience and brainstorm how they can write their own poem about it
	Poetry writing
	Teacher explains that the students will use their personal experiences like the author to create their own poem. Poem writing will begin the following class period. Students need to come prepared with a topic. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Still I Rise

By: Maya Angelou

You may write me down in history

With your bitter, twisted lies,                                                         

You may trod me in the very dirt

But still, like dust, I'll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?

Why are you beset with gloom?

'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells

Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,

With the certainty of tides,

Just like hopes springing high,

Still I'll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?

Bowed head and lowered eyes?

Shoulders falling down like teardrops.

Weakened by my soulful cries.

Does my haughtiness offend you?

Don't you take it awful hard

'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines

Diggin' in my own back yard.

You may shoot me with your words,

You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hatefulness,

But still, like air, I'll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?

Does it come as a surprise

That I dance like I've got diamonds

At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history's shame

I rise

Up from a past that's rooted in pain

I rise

I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear

I rise

Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear

I rise

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,

I am the dream and the hope of the slave.

I rise

I rise

I rise.
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What literary techniques does the poet use in this poem? Please circle all that apply.

simile

metaphor

personification

rhyme

repetition

onomatopoeia

alliteration



What word best describes the tone of the poem?

serious

peaceful
frantic

sad
frightening
lively

funny

disturbing

What does the poet attempt to do in this poem?

tell a story

create an image

express a feeling or emotion

1.) Give an example of literary technique used by the poet.

2.) How many stanzas are in this poem?

3.) How would you describe the mood of the poem? 

4.) What does Maya want you to feel, value, or believe?

5.) What phrases carry particular meaning to the poem? Are there any phrases that are repeated?


