
	Zheng He

	Unit 1: 
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	 LP1

	# of Days
	2
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT summarize Zheng He’s travels through a map of his exploration by listing why he traveled where he did. 
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW construct a map of Zheng He’s travels from Asia to Africa and Europe
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	Textbook, paper, markers (map making materials) 
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	7
	Warm up activity: Students will write about a prompt on the board: Write about the earliest exploration that you are familiar with. Who explored? When? Why?
	
	Walk around the room and then have some students share what they wrote. 

	3
	Students listen to a quick introduction to Zheng He
	
	Talk about a quick intro to Zheng He

	30
	Reading part of a chapter out loud in history text as a class. 
	
	Stop students after a couple paragraphs for paragraph shrinking. 

	10
	Students listen as teacher explains map assignment
	
	Students will be making a map of Zheng He’s explorations to Europe and Africa. Show a map that I made as an example on the board. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Students will have next class to make their maps and ask questions. At the end of class a couple of students can share their work. I would put the posters around the room as we learned more about early exploration. 

Map assignment on the following page. 

Map Assignment: The Early Explorations of Zheng He

Using the paper provided in class, make a map of Zheng He’s travels. Where did he start? Where did he go? Details about his fleet should be included. What was he looking to find? Why didn’t he find Europe beneficial? What did he want from Africa? Also, contrast Zheng He’s boats and fleet with Columbus’ first journey. 

	Zheng He
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	 LP1

	# of Days
	2
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Students will have just learned about Zheng He’s travels 
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	Students will understand the geography of Zheng He’s explorations
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	Students will make a map of the travel cites 
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	Map paper, markers, colored pencils, textbook
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	5
	Students watch and teacher reviews the map she made
	
	Explain map making activity and answer any questions

	5
	
	
	Pass out paper and supplies

	25
	Students work on their maps
	
	Go around the room and make sure students are staying on task

	15
	Students share in small groups vote on the best one and share in front of the class
	
	Break students into groups of 5 or so and allow group work

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


***Put posters around the room

	Vasco De Gama
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	 LP3

	# of Days
	1
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	First explorations of Zheng He
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT analyze and summarize a journal entry from De Gama
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW use the jigsaw method to sum up their findings and share as groups
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	textbook, excerpts from De Gama’s journal
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	7
	Students will do a warm up activity in their journals with the following prompt: How accurate are primary sources? Do you think history gets distorted by who tells it? How historically accurate can a journal be?  
	
	Watch as students write about the prompt. Pick a couple to share. 

	13
	Read textbook as a group
	
	Use paragraph shrinking as students read the text outloud

	5
	Students listen to objective for the day
	
	Activity: Explain to students we will be breaking up into groups for a jigsaw activity. Excerpts from De Gama’s journal will be passed around and students have to summarize what he wrote. 

	15
	Students break up into groups and summarize their journal entry
	
	Make sure students are on task, walk around the room

	10
	Students get into new groups so that every journal entry is used in every group and they share what they learned
	
	Make sure students are on task, walk around the room
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	# of Days
	1
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Zheng He and De Gama journeys 
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT summarize the journey of Columbus and understand textbook fact vs. interpretation of directors in films
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW read the textbook and watch the film, picking out differences and writing one on an exit card
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	Textbook, Columbus movie clips
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	7
	Warm up activity. Students will answer the following prompt: If you were and early explorer, what would you want to find on your exploration? Gold, riches, culture, land? What would your fleet look like? Where would you go? If you were the first person to discover something, what would it be?
	
	Teacher waits for students to complete prompt. Pick a couple students to share. 

	5
	Intro to Columbus. Students answer any intro questions asked by the teacher
	
	Ask basic questions about Columbus to see what they already know. 

	15
	Reading of textbook
	
	Paragraph shrinking and sum up what the students are reading. 

	20
	Watch movie clips on Columbus
	
	Make sure students are listening and paying attention

	3
	Exit card: What is one difference that you noticed between the text and the move clips? 
	
	Collect exit cards
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	# of Days
	1
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Students will have a background of Zheng He, De Gama, and Columbus
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT recognize facts about each explorer and their journeys
	Accommodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW answer questions based on their knowledge
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	projector
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	5
	Students listen as teacher explains instructions
	
	Break students up in two groups (boys vs. girls) and explain the rules of Jeopardy

	45
	Students answer questions about each explorer
	
	Teacher asks the questions and keeps the peace

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	In Class Essay Day
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	 LP6

	# of Days
	1
	
	

	LP Prior Knowledge
	Knowledge of explorers previously discussed
	Enrichment
	

	Lesson Objective
	SWBAT recognize the similarities and differences among the exploreres
	Accomodations
	

	Lesson Assessment
	SW write an in class essay to prove their knowledge and organize their thoughts
	Changes for Next Time
	

	Benchmarks or Standards
	
	(Dates)
	

	Materials Needed
	
	
	

	

	Time
	Student Learning Task or Activity
	METHOD
	Teacher Activity

	7
	Warm up. Students will respond to the following prompt: Over the past couple days we have discussed some important explorations. What have you learned? Did you hold a previous belief before about these explorers that you learned was untrue? 
	
	Teacher waits for students’ response. Share some with the class

	5
	Students listen as teacher goes over in class essay
	
	Explain the in class essay: Compare and contrast the journeys of Zheng He, De Gama, and Columbus. What did they accomplish and how did they go about doing so? 

	38
	Students do in class essay
	
	Be available for any questions

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



